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Introduction

THE DAY OF THE LORD
-- JOEL--
Joel is called the Pentecost Prophet because Peter quoted his prophecy on that occasion. (Acts 2:28-32) The book of Joel has been called a "literary gem." It is very fluent and polished in style. The name Joel means "Jehovah is God." About twelve men in the Old Testament are named Joel. This Joel was only identified as "Joel the son of Pethuel." Many of the prophetic books are dated by the names of kings or historical events that are mentioned. This is not the case with Joel. King"s reigns or major historical events are not mentioned. Therefore an exact date for the book would be impossible.

Joel was from the Southern kingdom of Judah. He warned Judah of the coming of the "day of the Lord." (Joel 1:15) The background of his book is a very serious locust plague. Joel considered this plague as a warning from God. It was a warning that if the people did not repent the "day of the Lord" would bring even more destruction. In the Bible the expression "the day of the Lord" relates to the doctrine of God"s judgment. The day of the Lord came for nations when they received the punishment that was due because of sin. The final day of the Lord will come at Judgment. Those that died in sin can only say, "Alas for the day! for the day of the LORD is at hand, and as a destruction from the Almighty shall it come." (Joel 1:15)

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-7 

A terrible plague of locust -- Joel 1:1-7 : The message of this book was an inspired message. Observe the expression, "The word of the LORD that came to Joel." Joel describes a locust plague in that present day or in some following days that would be unlike any plague seen by old or young. They were to spread the information about the seriousness of "the day of the Lord." "Tell ye your children of it, and let your children tell their children, and their children another generation." (Joel 1:3) The Lord afflicted the land with literal pests. Joel wrote, "That which the palmerworm hath left hath the locust eaten; and that which the locust hath left hath the cankerworm eaten; and that which the cankerworm hath left hath the caterpiller eaten." (Joel 1:4)

The locusts were a chastisement of the Lord. If the people failed to repent when the locust came God would punish them by the hand of a foreign army. These locusts were a type of the invading army that God would release upon the land. The locust and the army would take away the wealth of the land and bring miserable punishment upon the people because of their rebellion against God. The wine drinkers and alcoholics will be affected by the plague because they will not be able to get their drug of choice. The locust and the invading army would render the fruit-bearing plants barren. Sin brings terrible consequences.



Verses 8-13 

A call to repentance -- Joel 1:8-13 : The nation of Judah would suffer severe anguish. The farmers planted and tended his crops but it was all in vain. The crops were destroyed by the locust and by the army before the harvest. The people would mourn like a virgin for the husband of her youth. The picture is that of a young woman that was put away by her husband. She was then forced to live as a virgin. She would be girded with sackcloth and would be in a state of mourning. The fulfillment of this would be when Judah was sent away from God and made to live in a strange land.

The destruction would be so great in the land that the priest in the Temple would not have enough grain or drink offering to give to God. The land faced total devastation. They needed God help but they could not even offer the sacrifices He required. The harvest was a complete loss. The wheat, barley, figs, vines, apples, pomegranates, and palms were all gone. If the people should wonder what they could do to change their situation the only answer was that they must "Repent." The repentance that God desired is pictured in these words, "Gird yourselves, and lament, ye priests: howl, ye ministers of the altar: come, lie all night in sackcloth, ye ministers of my God: for the meat offering and the drink offering is withholden from the house of your God." (Joel 1:13) The only thing that they can do was to put on sackcloth and cry out to God in repentance.



Verses 14-17 

The day of the Lord -- Joel 1:14-17 : Joel encouraged the priest to call for a fast all across the land. It was time for the entire nation to repent. The Law of Moses did not require a regular fast. However the people were required to fast on certain occasions. The season of fasting that God called for here was to encourage respect and love for God. This solemn assembly was to take place in the Temple. It was to be a time of scriptural worship and prayer to God. They were to cry to the Lord because of how sinful the nation had become. The "Day of the Lord" was at hand. Judah would now face God"s judgment or the "destruction of the Almighty."

The devastation would be so great in the land that there would be a lack food and necessary supplies. Their being in the House of God would no longer be a time of joy and gladness. Complete devastation of the land was described in the words, "The seed is rotten under their clods, the garners are laid desolate, the barns are broken down; for the corn is withered." (Joel 1:17) The cause of this misery was the evil conduct of the Jewish nation.



Verses 18-20 

Crying unto the Lord -- Joel 1:18-20 : The devastation was great in the land. Joel wrote, "How do the beasts groan! the herds of cattle are perplexed, because they have no pasture; yea, the flocks of sheep are made desolate." (Joel 1:18) Even the animals that could have been used as sacrifices to God were suffering and dying. The priest and the people must fast and pray in repentance before God. There was no other hope for the nation. It is still true, "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgi ive their sin, and will heal their land." (2 Chronicles 7:14)

As a prophet Joel cried out to God to intercede for the people and the land. The people were to fast and the animals are forced to fast because there is nothing for them to eat or drink. The locusts like a fire have destroyed everything. Everyone and everything had been touched by the "Day of the Lord." God"s judgment had come on that Land and on that people.

02 Chapter 2 
Introduction 

A Prophecy For Pentecost
-- Joel Two --
Joel two sounds almost like a restatement of Joel one with the Pentecost prophecies added. Joel said that the people must assemble and that an announcement should be made that the day of the Lord is at hand. He described that day as a dark day of destruction. The people were urged to turn to God and to cry in repentance unto the Lord. The day of the Lord would be a day of darkness like nothing ever seen before.

God would send the army of locusts and a human army also against the nation of Judah. It would be an army of Judgment. This army would be terrible, powerful and very destructive. The nation would be left in terror. The army would be skilled in warfare and much disciplined. They would overpower the land of Judah. This would be the Lord"s army and no one could stand before them. (Joel 2:11)

Joel called upon the people to return to the Lord in true repentance. He understood that God is "gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and a God of great kindness." If the people would, in repentance, fast and pray, perhaps God would change His mind about the punishment He would send blessings and Judah would not be reproached before other nations. The Lord would respond to their repentance by showing pity for the land and for the people.

Joel also proclaimed the future day of the Lord. Then God"s Spirit would be poured out on all flesh and Judah and all others could return to a covenant relationship with God through Jesus Christ. Forgiveness of sins and spiritual blessings would then be available to all that call upon the Lord in obedience.



Verses 1-11 

The day of the Lord is great -- Joel 2:1-11 : The trumpet was blown to warn the nation of danger and invasion. The warning was sounded in order that the people could tremble and make matters right with God before the day of the Lord came. The Lord was sending the locusts and He was also sending the army of Babylon. It would be a dark and gloomy day of destruction for Judah. Nothing like this had ever been seen before nor will it ever be seen again.

Word pictures are often very vivid. God said before the invasion the land was like Eden, after the invasion it looked like a burned, desolate wilderness. Israel had been a great country; now they faced a complete overthrow. This overthrow was inflicted as punishment for evil. The locust plague would be horrible. God said they look like horses and appear like a charging cavalry. They roar across the mountains like noisy chariots. Behind this mighty army it looked as if a forest fire had consumed everything.

The very appearance of both the locust and the Babylonian army would be a frightening. Neither walls nor barricades could hindrance these invading armies. They would climb over the walls and in rank continue their destruction. This army is so very destructive because it is the Lord army that He is using to chastise His rebellious people. The destruction was everywhere and it was total or complete devastation, in the city and in their homes. In a figurative way the prophet said, "They make the earth tremble and the heavens shake; the sun and moon turn dark, and stars stop shining." The day of the Lord was so terrible that none could withstand it.



Verses 12-17 

The Lord"s Invitation to repent -- Joel 2:12-17 : At that moment it was not too late for the people to return to the Lord with all their heart and to cry in repentance to him. They were told to fast and pray. Joel said, "Rend your heart, and not your garments, and turn unto the LORD your God: for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and of great kindness, and repenteth him of the evil." (Joel 2:13) Their hope for enjoying God"s blessings was for them to turn back to Him. If they would repent they could have sufficient grain and wine for offering sacrifices.

Joel again called on the people to sound the trumpet on Zion! They were to call a solemn assembly with fasting and prayer to show their sincerity to God. Everyone, adults, children, babies, and even newlyweds were to assemble before the Almighty. False worship to the sun god had taken place "between the porch and the altar." (Ezekiel 8:16) Now the priests were commanded to cry out at that very place for truth. They were to ask God to save His people and help them to not be a laughing stock before the nations.



Verses 18-27 

The Lord will bless His people -- Joel 2:18-27 : The People of Judah would spend seventy years in Babylonian captivity. Even while they were there the Lord was deeply concerned about the land and He had pity on His people. The Lord provided an opportunity for His people to return from captivity. He said, "Behold, I will send you corn, and wine, and oil, and ye shall be satisfied therewith: and I will no more make you a reproach among the heathen."
God would drive out the locusts and the army of Babylon. The Lord did great and marvelous things both in sending His armies and in removing them when the time was right. He told the land or literally the people of the land to rejoice because of the great things that God does. The animals would again be able to rejoice over the blessing that God sent to the land. There would be no more reason to fear. The people of Zion were to rejoice because God was to give the right seasons and proper rain to produce necessary crops. Grain will cover their threshing floors and wine and olive oil would overflow their containers. When the people returned from Babylonian captivity the effects of the locust and of the army of Babylon were all reversed. The Lord made up for their losses.

God said, "ye shall eat in plenty, and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, that hath dealt wondrously with you: and my people shall never be ashamed." What happened to them would never again happen to them nationally. Having learned that the Lord is the one and only God Israel could now receive His blessings. He would stand by their side and not allow them to be put to shame.



Verses 28-32 

Prophecy pointing to Pentecost -- Joel 2:28-32 : The last verses of Joel two are a very famous prophecy quoted by Peter on the day of Pentecost on which the church was established. (Acts 2:17-21) These event transpired in the "the last days" of the Jewish dispensation. In the church age the Spirit of God would bring blessing upon all flesh, whether Jew or Gentile. The outpouring of the Spirit on that day would be accompanied by miracles upon all flesh. This was proof that the gospel was for all people, whether high or low, rich or poor.

Joel used several figurative expressions to describe the outpouring of the Holy Spirit. He said there would be wonders in the sky above and on the earth below. There will be blood and fire and clouds of smoke. The sun will turn dark, and the moon will be as blood before that great and terrible day of the Lord comes. Many unusual physical things did take place in connection with the crucifixion of Jesus. Also these expressions were common in the Old Testament when prophets were predicting the fall of nations. The fall of Babylon was pictured with the words, "For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light: the sun shall be darkened in his going forth, and the moon shall not cause her light to shine." (Isaiah 13:10) These words described to the Jewish mind in a very vivid way the ending of the Jewish system and the beginning of the Christian system.

Joel closed this section with the words, "whosoever shall call on the name of the LORD shall be delivered." Observe the statement "shall be saved" in Acts 2:21. "And it shall come to pass, that whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be saved." Any that wish to enjoy the remission of past sins must call on the name of the Lord by obeying the gospel plan of salvation. In no other way is one promised pardon.

03 Chapter 3 
Introduction 

Saved Out Of Troubles
-- Joel Three --
Not only would God bring His judgment upon Israel and Judah but the nations or Gentiles would also be judged. God promised to restore Judah and to bring those nations into the valley of Jehoshphat for judgment. The valley of Jehoshphat was "Judgment Valley." God was concerned about the restoration of His land and His people.

The people of God had been scattered among the nations. There they had been mistreated in a horrible way. They had "given a boy for a harlot and sold a girl for wine." (Joel 3:3) Now these nations will bear the consequences of their wicked treatment of God"s people. They had plundered and destroyed the land and had sold God"s people as slaves. The nations would now reap what they had sown against the people of God. God"s unchangeable law says, "Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap." (Galatians 6:7) The nations will now reap the result of their past sowing.

The nations would become enslaved, but God would save His people out of trouble. God would save Judah from captivity, return them to their land and allow them to dwell in rest and peace. True rest and peace comes to those that serve the Prince of peace. "For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace." (Isaiah 9:6)



Verses 1-5 

The valley of Jehoshaphat -- Joel 3:1-5 : God promised that at the end of the captivity that He would make Judah and Jerusalem prosperous again. Judah was the name that identified the two tribe Southern Kingdom and Jerusalem was its capital city. They were the last of the Jews to go into captivity and now it was time for God to bring them out. God will bring His people out of captivity and He will also bring the nations that scatter His people into the Valley of Judgment or the Valley of Jehoshaphat. Those that oppressed God"s people would now face their own judgment.

God"s people were treated horribly by these nations. They cast lots or gambled to see who would get God"s people. The people of Judah were treated as mere personal property by these godless people. They would sell a boy or a girl to pay for their prostitute and wine. Tyre and Sidon were two cities that had a part in mistreating God"s people. God told them that even if they thought they could make matters right with some temporal gift they were very wrong. He said their worthless sacrifices would be rejected. It is bad enough to steal from other people but the nations had stolen the precious things from God"s land and God"s Temple and used them in idolatrous worship. Now they face the consequences of their sins.



Verses 6-11 

Recompense upon the nations -- Joel 3:6-11 : These nations kidnapped the young people of Jerusalem from their land and sold them as slaves to the Greeks. God promised that He would now grant freedom to His enslaved people. They would be allowed to come home. Judgment would be sent upon the nations that had mistreated God"s people. What they had done to the Jews would now be done to them. Their sons and daughters would be taken away and sold as slaves to the Sabeans. These were people that lived far away.

As he did in chapter two the prophet Joel returned to the idea of a spiritual return to God during the gospel age. Even though the destruction to the nations was a physical one the only hope of the nations and of the Jews is the gospel of Christ. The nations were to prepare for a war against God that they were sure to loose. He told them to make swords out of their plows and spears out of garden tools. These nations would soon learn human weakness without God and His blessings to help. The nations are invited to come and partake of the blessing of the Lord through the gospel. They had to know that "the Lord shall bring down" the mighty.



Verses 12-17 

The Lord shall roar out of Zion -- Joel 3:12-17 : These people are brought to Judgment Valley or the Valley of Jehoshaphat where the Lord will judge the nations. The only hope the nations had of avoiding sever judgments was to be gathered by the gospel. These people were to be gathered like ripe grapes from a world of wickedness. The gathering would be accomplished by divine truth. The sinful of all nations are called upon to submit to God. "Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision. Will we or will we not submit to God"s will?

The pictures of the changes in the heavenly bodies identify these events with the church. (Joel 2:31, Acts 2:20) "From the heart of Jerusalem the LORD roars like a lion, shaking the earth and sky. But the LORD is a fortress, a place of safety for his people Israel." (Joel 3:16) With a strong and reassuring voice God announces salvation in Christ. The hope of the world is not in some earthly king. Our hope is in God"s unshakable kingdom. "Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear." (Hebrews 12:28) Christians are citizens of God"s spiritual kingdom. This kingdom will not be destroyed. "There shall no strangers pass through her any more." Of Christians it can be said, "Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow citizens with the saints, and of the household of God." (Ephesians 2:19)



Verses 18-21 

Enemy nations face punishment -- Joel 3:18-21 : In Joel three verse eighteen we see figures of (1) fruitful vineyards, (2) cattle and goats tat graze on the hills and produce a lot of milk, and (3) streams in Judah that will never run dry. These are actually pictures of spiritual blessings that are ours through the Christ and His kingdom. Those that serve God will be blessed. The nations that persecuted God"s people like Egypt and Edom will now become a barren desert. They would feel God"s wrath because of the mistreatment of God"s people and the destruction of His land.

Judah or spiritual Israel will dwell forever. When Daniel predicted the coming of the kingdom of Christ he said it would stand forever. "And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom, which shall never be destroyed: and the kingdom shall not be left to other people, but it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand for ever." (Daniel 2:44) The Lord cleansed fleshly Israel of idolatry with the punishment. Those in Christ are cleansed by blood. Those in spiritual Israel have remission of sins. It is a most wonderful thing when a person can be innocent and have God's forgiveness and His defense!

